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SL JL __F OST OF IT"rHE proud and pictoresque, historic and

hospittble little community of Charles-

^wn-which should be set aside as a

government reservation by way of

, for futnre generations that the Old.
. «*»lk exi-sted outside thc novols c,f

MtfNetotm Page-waa astir at dawn on

morning of Saturday. April 22.

-rking S?** shuttcrs wcrc swung outj and

.Jard against red hrick walls toadn.^ the

. ravs of the sun, just begmnmg Va gknv
-. the haze-enshroudcd B!'Je Ridge. moun-

^va miles to the cast. and tcfi: a few

1-oments the bedroom occupants stcjod beside

r opened windows, thc better to, dispel the

C5ti2«s of sleep through inhala^ona of thc

wey toriic freshness of the surrounding
rnandoah Valley. Shortly tZv^reafter they
.ar. stepping from the wido, white-pillarcd
;>nial porches to thc side-nyalk?.

UI were bound for the s&vne destination, thc

-imore & Ohio Railroad station. Arriving
ere, they groupod theno&elvea in pairs, trios

d quartcts, and bctran JiJ'scupsion of thc rc;<-

for their early rendtzvous.

narlestown was to become famous again.
e gathered from bits. of eonversation ex-

:'Teed. lt was sixty-three years ago that
ie country first leatmed all about Charles-

:>wn, they told one ajiother.when old John
-own was marched in from Harper's Ferry,

ight miles away, tried in the Jefferson. County
thouse," and then taken over to Colonel

West Virginia Comes \
Mme Feuds and "Southern
ffWhad P0SSess<rd tho temcrity to brave get-t«ng mto "b'iled shirts" and starched collars.fhese, foi- the most part, were replaced bydemm-withaliberalsprinklingof khaki and
.°- * 0bserv«We. To every left coat lapelhad been pinned a small pink badge, on which
appeared tho inscription: "United M neWorkers of America- Defendant." mter
spersed among the minera were several woi
on. each come along determinedly to see tl"h°r man" waa going io get a square dealSomo hold babea in their arm, or had chil¬dren of slightly more advanced age clingingtightly to their skirts.

There were some two htmdred of the minera
So far as tho residents nf Charlestown c.
discern, there woro no machine guns, rifl,
other accessories of warfare observable. 1.
fact. the only weapon to bo soon among
mm.painted i»crimson colors as murd rc
conspirators and traitors by the coal operatoiand their official allies of the prosecution kVaa
a very small po-pgun in tho hands of an air',.
equally small boy, who cried loudly
mother that it was broken and wouldn'1 p ,

any more.

Standing on the platform an,;
closely tagether, tho newcomers off. red an

<«»¦«».'.

'¦'¦¦ Place and hanged. Strange, wasn't it,
at these minera, on their way to Charles-
r,n from the coal fields in the southern partthe state, were being brought before the
¦.' ol justice on the sajne charge for which
'hn Brown was tried-that of treason? And
the same "co'thouse," too, with ita massive

rrwn tower flung high and heavily above four
reat two-story stone column., still remaining,far the most imposing edifice of the town.Was it really so that the minera committed
ireawn when they marched on Logan and
Alnso countie*. that they were attacking thc
government and the sovereignty of the State
t West Virginia? That seeraed a little diffi-

cultto believe, with so many of the minera dc-
-;eended from the good old pioneer American
l°CK which M^ settle the state."just like
'Ura dld' thoueh Perhaps they weren't quite so

liwtuiguished, George Washington having laid
.ut Charlestown, and his brothers being
among its flrst citizens and the ancestora of
**¥ of us." But it was a prettv hard life
°°Wn yondfr in the coal mining districts, and
't Might have made some of the miners kind
« hard themselves. Would they he likely to
W into ehooting serapes, or cause other
rouh.e which would hurt the good name 0fCharlestown. Well, they were coming, any-«av, and would be vis'itors; therefore, Charles-£¦ would d0 |t. best t0 makQ lhem fed at£* Why did the Ba]timore paperg pubUsh' « article saying the miners would have to

2 ln tents during their stayv That was a^^^thehospitaHtyofCharleatowh;j^cnption. were being canceled; how could

rCrP^P0SSlblyeet things all twisted like

m'nr eTeiy °ne ha<1 agTeed ^ PUt UPn r more of the visitors aoon's the two\tir,Handthere*-*«*»*mil 7, m a tent'even if th*y had to*****si* the church*, No, suh!

*«*^&ttrof a IOCOmotive "**
a train ofdave ?"*"' and a .me*t laterSpecial"JLtl JTheS~th& "^endants'
«** door hT ' hG Platf0m' F^ every
**. most ofl6 1SSUCd a St.ady st^am of

trating, "m/ufsietfvee8 h° ding that ***. Pene-
*»* f your 12 ^ nCe WMch is ever a

*^PParent that aTUntaineer- Thou*h ifc
** to .

" ! J°rity Were e"deavor-
«_¦«_,__ _ to advantag., painfully ao.

John Brown, whose
plot to free ihe

scaves by force of
negro insurrection,
ted tc his death a

the gallows after
thirteen of his band
had been shot by
Federal troops in
seige at Harper's

Ferry

The magic letter in American treason trials
Burr, then Brown, and now Bill Blizz

teresting study in psychology. Because of thc
copious propaganda they had been reading,
the citizens of Charlestown had expected to
be met by scowls, frowns and other facial indi-
cations of hostile feeling. Instead they found
their inspection returned by one in which a

somewhat bewildered and almost childish curi-
osity was the chief expression manifested. This
was alloyed, however, by an alert and sus

cious apprehension, which grew more pr
nounced when the leaders of the Charlestown
delegation stepped forrrard and began addres;
ing the visftors.
Tho speaker said some nice things, thal the

miners were most welcome in Charlestown,
that they must make themselves right al horm
during their stay, that a number of prepara
tions had been made to make their visit a

pleasant one, but that ;f these proved insuffl-
cient they must not hesitate to tell the citi¬
zens' committee, and so on. The head of the
Charlestown women's club had prcpaied an¬

other pleasing little speech. But it was never

delivered.
Scarcely waiting for the first speaker to

conclude, and with no sign of applausi, the
miners broke in a body from the platform and
made off as rapidly as they could toward the
one place they knew about in Charlestown,
the place they had been ordered to go to imme¬
diately on their arrival.the Palm Hotel in
Washington Street, chosen for them by their
leaders as the "defense headquartera." Get-
ting there with sighs of relief, they sat down
to debate at length the profound mystery of
+1--a..1, ov,,l ,.V.nr 1hn. -.irlinlo Inron li n H tiirnp,!

With an Amazing Mixture ol Chain Gangs, Baseball,t lus the Recurring Question, Who Owns This State?
3y GILMAN PARKER

srs, Conspirators and Traitors,'* Bill Blizzard, of
ndant, at the bat. Hospitable incident to a trea-

the days of Aaron Barr and John Brown

The arrest of John Brown for treason, Harperfs Ferry, sixty-three years ago

Ii was ai t ". of the coal
onerato rued, a dark, deep-
laid plot ; to pu the miners in a bad

uble. Others among
then hought Ch own possi ssed a com-

muri '. ise of humor, and that its citizens
were "trj ng to make a joke cn us." A still
Larg< i' a] >. "co j figgor it out nohow,
mnhin' -.. ihiSi r fiiaH jihmit fnlks liko ns." Thev

welcome, they all agreed, and the harder they
tried to solve it the deeper the mystery grew.

Finally, in a momentary silence broken oniy
by the sound of cut plug in procesa of masti-
cation, a lanky, rangy mountaineer-miner
leaped to his feet.

"Reckon Ah've got it," he announced tri-
umphantly.

F.verv eve was on him for an exDlanation.

do," he said in a voice filled with excitement,
"is to be 11 ice to us!"

Five minutes later the miners were holding
a mass meeting in fronl. of the Palm Hotel,
giving vent to their best oratory anent the
glories of Charlestown and adopting resolu-
tions praising every one from the Mayor down
to the lowliest bootblack.

Such was the arrival of the miners in
Charlestown.

Xcxt morning, at about the same time, the
citizens' committee jigain went to the rail¬
road station, on this occasion to welcome the
"Prosecutor's Special," paid for, it was openly
charged later, by the money of lhe coal opera-
tors. But at this time Charlestown had not
taken any side in thc matter; it had an open
mind, and il; was prepared to greet all those
interested impartially.

The train pulled in and much the same
scene of the previous morning was cnacted as
it disgorged its passengers. Most of these,
numbering several hundred, wrerc witnesses
for the prosecution, many of them much like
The miners as to type, but generally better
dressed. Scattered among them was a lib-
eral admixture of men wearing deputy sher-
;ifV. badges, private detectives and mine
guards. One smaller group was composed of
neatly attired men of the sort one secs every
day in Wall Street.the coal operators and

.' counsel for the state.
Most of the passengers of the "Prosecu-

Sp ial" were armed, it was revealed.

Aaron Burr, against
whom a charge of
treason grew out of
ht3 project to de~
tach from the

young American
government the
territory west of
the Alleghanies

and there found a

separate state

Jefferson County Court, West Virginia, scene of the
miners* treason trial, and of John Brown's

ome of them with two pistols apiece, and bythe legal permission of the state. They dis-
played none of ihe wonderment shown by the
miners on their first glimpse of their new

surroundings, but merely a perfunctory inter¬
est. Their attitude was one of self-assurance,
even boldness.
Tho citizens' committee pressed forward,

ready to present its address.then halted,
aghast and indignant. For descending from
one; of the coaches to the platform there ap-
peared nine shabbily-clad men, miner-defend-
ants who had been unable to furnish bail after
being taken into custody following the return
in thc mining counties of the indictments
,:¦.:;¦ inst them. All but the ninth prisoner were
handcuffed two by two, and a long chain, of
the sort used for holding bloodhounds in leash,
linked all the sets of handcuffs together.
Two of the prisoners thus handcuffed in pair

were a white man and a negro. -Another pair
was composed of a man claiming to be an

ordained Baptist preacher and his son. Walk-
ing behind the prisoners, and holding" the
nether end of the chain, was an armed deputy
sheriff. Appearing directly before the dumb-
founded committee members with his charges,
the deputy marched them on into the street
near by and thence to the Jefferson Coun¬
ty jail.
The operators and the sovereignty of the

State of West Virginia had arrived in Charles¬
town.

* * * .

The writer has exhausted considerable of
the space allotted to him for this article in
presenting the foregoing incidents of the
Charlestown trials because, as a newspaper-
man sent there to report the proceedings until
they were well under way, they appeal to him
more than anything else that he sav or heard

montally with West Virginia.
When the miner of the Palm Hotel aiv-

nounced the discovery that there actually wer«
in existence some people who wanted to "b«
nice" to him and his fellows, he disclop.ed far
more than volumes of heated diatribe could
have done, and with a wealth of pathos over-
shadowing the humor of his comment, that th»
miners of West Virginia are not accustomed to
receivinpr treatmcnt involving nicetics in the
coalpit regions of the state.

And when the coal operators and their hsnd-
picked counsel tcchnic.ally representing the
1'eople of West Virginia made their first ap-
piarance in such a community as Charles¬
town.which cherishes its Old South tradi-
tions as second only to its reverence for the
old-fashioned gospel.danpling before them a
white Baptist preacher and a negro at the end
of a dog chain, they disclosed far more than
additional volumes could have done, not only
an almost incredible stupidity and lack of per-
ception, but also something of what is meant
by the charge of the miners that the mine
owners are maintaininp a privately owned gov¬
ernment in West Virginia.
The writer went to Charlestown with no

prejudices, determined to inquire fairly and
impartially into the charge and the evidence
backing it, that the miners in their now his-
toric "March on Logan and*lingo" committcd
t reason against the State of West Virginia.
that they plotted the overturn of the sover-
eignty of the state, at least in the counties
where the. march and the "Battle of Blair
Mountain" occurred, and that with this in
mind they levied war against the state and
its people. He left Charlestown nine days
later, completely convlneed that not only was
the "March on Logan and Mingo" not directed

against. the sovereignty of the state, but that
it actually was on behalf of it.to get the
state to try tho experiment of going into the
sovereignty business on its own hook and
compete a bit with the **uper-sovereignty es-
tablished by the coal operators.

Before Koing into the evidence and under-
lying causes it might be well to present three
incidenta reflecting the trend of public oph-,-
ion in Charlestown on the subject, inasmucft
as it is a thoroughly American community and
has formed its views from first-hand informa¬
tion.
A week after the arrival of the miners, on

tho following Saturday morning, the town'a
"best people" crowded into the faded old rose
courtroom as a sort of social event, their at-
tendance made possible for the first time by
a ruling excluding tho hundreds of defendants
and witnesses until needed individually. Theyheard the chief witness of the day, a union
miner turned state's evidence, declare that he
had led one of the divisions of the miners"on
the march, and that the chief object of the
latter had been "to kill Sheriff Don Chafin of
Logan County and his deputies, in orde* £oliberate the union men jailed in Logan and
Mingo and then unionize the two counties."
They heard the same witness, under cross-ex-
amination a little later, admit that he had
spent thirty-one days in jail a few weeks
after the march on a charge of having of-
tained $600 from several of the union locals
on a protext of relieving destitution among
miners' families. They heard the prosecution
attorneys denounce the miner defendants in
fiery oratory as "murderers, conspirators and
traitors," particularly William Blizzard, th.f
youthful president of a union sub-district, who
was the first defendant placed on trial, and
who possesses far more of the appearance of
a half-back on a university football team than
that of an official of a coal miners' organiza¬
tion.

Three hours later the same distinguished
residents of Charlestown sat about a baseball
diamond on the outskirts of the town and
cheered with true Polo Grounds enthusiasm
as a team composed of Mr. Blizzard and eightof his fellow "murderers, conspirators and
traitors" defeated the home team.in a gamefor the benefit of the local hospital.by the
score of 7 to 3.
The second episode illustrative of Charles¬

town conclusions occurred at the end of the
following week, when the citizens got up a
community entertainment. All the defend¬
ants attended, by invitation, but the presence
of the prosecution'3 witnesses was not re-
quested.


